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Minister of the Interior I. N. Durnovo and the famous
Procurator of the Most Holy Synod Pobiedonostzev took
advantage of this tactlessness, and as a result the Emperor
rebuked the liberals by referring to their wishes, which were
couched in the most respectful and loyal terms, as "vain
dreams." Ten years later these vain dreams were to come
true.
In the early days of the present reign I made several
attempts to draw His Majesty's attention to the peasant
problem, pointing out the necessity of forming a special
commission for the study of that problem.   But my efforts
were constantly thwarted by Plehve, and, to my complete
surprise, instead of a peasant commission, a conference was
created in 1895 for the study of the needs of the landed
gentry.   I. N. Durnovo, President of the Committee of
Ministers, was put at the head of the conference, but Plehve
soon became its leading spirit.   The membership of that
body was such that it was clearly intended to raise the
economic status of the private landowners alone, and espe-
cially of our debt-ridden and artificially supported nobility.
In my capacity of Minister of Finances, I, too, was a mem-
ber of the conference.   At the very first session of the con-
ference I declared that, as the peasant was our chief land-
owner and agricultural toiler, especial attention should be
given to his needs.   Peasant prosperity, I argued, would
mean prosperity for the class of landed proprietors gen-
erally.   The chairman interrupted me and did not let me
terminate my speech.   He had consulted the Emperor, he
announced at the opening of the subsequent session, and
His Majesty had expressed himself to the effect that he had
appointed the conference for the purpose of examining the
needs  of  the  nobility   exclusively.     Consequently,   His
Majesty ordered the conference, Durnovo declared, to con-
fine itself to that specific task.
This decision was equivalent to a death sentence for the